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THE BicycLe ALLIANCE ADVOCATES FOR BicycLists AND A BicycLE-FRIENDLY WASHINGTON

Here is an update on our 2011 legislative priorities as we
go to press. Be sure to check bicyclealliance.org for regular
legislative updates.

Traffic School Safety Education (HB 1129) requires the
Washington State Department of Licensing’s previously
approved curriculum for safe driving around bicyclists
and pedestrians be taught in traffic school, which is what
drivers attend in connection with a condition of a deferral,
sentence, or penalty for a traffic infraction or related
criminal offense. This bill passed the House floor 92-0
in February and is headed to the Senate Transportation
Committee.

Local Authority Speed Limit (HB 1217) also passed 92-0 in
the House and awaits Senate action in the Transportation
Committee. It proposes to allow cities and towns to set
20 mph speed limits on non-arterials in residential and
business districts without having to conduct costly traffic
and engineering studies.

After receiving a mixed reaction to the Mutual Responsibilities
bill (HB 1018/SB 5193), we asked our sponsors to table it.
This bill was an ambitious undertaking to better define
what is expected and required of bicyclists and motorists to
safely share the road. We anticipate reaching out again to
the bicycling community to find legislation that meets our
needs and makes the roads safer for everyone.

We are also supporting Complete Streets (SHB 1071) and
the Vulnerable Users Bill (SB 5326/HB 1339), which cleared
the Senate in late February.

As your eyes and ears in Olympia, we sometimes find
something in a bill where we don’t expect it. HB 1025/ SSB
5191 are written as providing flexibility to school districts
are great examples. They have identical provisions to repeal
the requirement that schools teach driving safely among
bicyclists and pedestrians in their driver education programs.
The Bicycle Alliance worked hard to get this curriculum
included in driver's ed and we will fight hard to keep that
requirement intact.
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Statewide Program Will Teach Middle
Schoolers Safe Biking, Walking Skills

by Doug Cantwell

The Bicycle Alliance has teamed with Feet First to bring safe
bicycling and pedestrian training to middle schools across
the state. The program is a collaborative effort between the
Washington State Department of Transportation and the Office
of Superintendent of Public Instruction.

The Safe Routes to School Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Education
Program will train trainers and provide equipment to enable
school districts throughout Washington to incorporate bicycle and
pedestrian safety into their middle-school PE courses. The program
is budgeted for 29 districts, with a goal of having instructors
trained and equipment in place by the end of 2011.

The Bicycle Alliance and Feet First have developed the curriculum
and will train up to ten staff members over two days at each school
to teach an 8-lesson program in bike and pedestrian skills. These
individuals will in turn train other staff members as necessary.
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Seth Schromen-Wawrin has
joined the Bicycle Alliance to
coordinate the training and
equipment purchases for the
school districts. A native of
Port Angeles and graduate

of Vassar College in geog-

raphy, Seth holds a master’s |

degree in urban planning from

Aalborg University in Denmark. : !

He came to the Bike Alliance
by way of Feet First, where he
spent three years conducting
walking audits, creating com-
munity walking maps, and
doing community organizing.

A

“Kids this age are receptive,” says Seth, “because they’re interested
in gaining independence. Driving is still several years away, but
they want to travel farther from home to visit friends and par-
ticipate in activities. Parents are more receptive to allowing these
privileges if they know their kids have the skills to bike safely.”

Take our Member Survey!

Your input is valuable to us ~ Deadline is April 1
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NEWS from around the state

June 3-5, 2011 in Seattle

The Bicycle Alliance of Washington is hosting a Winning Campaigns Training
for bicycle and pedestrian advocates. Taught by the Alliance for Biking and
Walking, this action-oriented workshop gives novice and veteran advocates the
tools to create and manage powerful campaigns to increase biking and walking
in their communities. The proven curriculum is led by longtime advocates and
national experts with firsthand experience conducting—and winning—bicycle
and pedestrian campaigns. The Winning Campaign Training is more than a class.
It's a fun, interactive experience that fosters collaboration among advocates.
You'll leave with specific next steps and strategies for your Winning Campaign!

Attend Winning Campaigns and you’ll learn how to choose the right issue, set
realistic but visionary goals, choose the best strategies and tactics, support and
leverage allies, neutralize and convert enemies, raise money for the campaign,
reach the right audience with the right message through the right media, and
strengthen your organization for the next bigger victory.

With the help of Alliance staff and expert facilitators, you’ll leave the training
with a detailed Campaign Blueprint that outlines your next steps. To ensure
your campaign is successful, you'll have access to Alliance staff for follow-up
support and guidance. Past participants have won complete streets campaigns,
Safe Routes to School campaigns, bike safety campaigns at the state and
local level — and many more! For more information, or to register visit
www.peoplepoweredmovement.org/wctraining.

By Linda Blake

The Wenatchee Valley Transportation Council’s
Regional Bike Advisory Board (RBAB) is developing
a bike master plan for the Greater Wenatchee, East
Wenatchee and Rock Island communities. They have
started an inventory of the existing bicycle network,
evaluating its connectivity and comfort level for the
average rider. Identifying new routes and barriers to
cycling will follow, reported transportation planner
Patrick Walker. An early version of the bike plan
network should be available in June.

The RBAB is also working with the City of Wenatchee
on its 5th Street optimization project. The project calls
for bike lanes in both directions, and RBAB is also
recommending bike boxes at an intersection and
some additional bike-friendly treatments to make it
easier for the average bike rider to cross intersections.

On a cold, damp February night, nearly 100 cyclists packed the council chambers at a Bellingham City Council meeting. The crowd was
there in response to an invitation from Dan Remsen, long-time cyclist and bike mechanic turned bike activist. The challenge:

to demonstrate a large show of support for bike lanes.

Photo thanks to Jack Weiss

Remsen asked that everyone keep a low profile about
the event to create an element of surprise. Cyclists
were asked to bring their bike helmets with them. At
a prescribed moment all cyclists put on their helmets
at the same time. Three city council members sitting
on the dais joined in donning their bike helmets.
Applause and cheers erupted from cyclists and council
members.

Then Remsen respectfully laid out the needs and
wants of the cyclists. The second speaker, Seth Vidana,
Director of the Sustainability Department at Western
Washington University, followed with statistics from
university employees and students that supported the
interest in bike lanes.

The bit of theater, combined with Remsen’s spot-on
presentation before the council, worked so well that
by meeting’s end all were upbeat and smiling. Remsen
did the cycling community of Bellingham proud.
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McClinchy Mile
Arlington, WA

Scenic Snohomish County loops of easy
20-, flat 34-, or challenging 47-mile roll-
ing hill rides. Short & long loops include
Centennial Trail. Combine loops for a
spring century. Start at Haller Middle
School. Registration 8-11am.

BIKES Club of Snohomish County
bikesclub.org

Daffodil Classic
Orting, WA

40-, 60- and 100-mile loops wind through
beautiful Orting Valley plus 1-to-30-mile
paved trail option. Includes map, SAG,
fully stocked rest stops & strawberry
shortcake at finish.

Tacoma Wheelmen's Bicycle Club
twbc.org

Rhody Bike Tour
Port Townsend, WA

32-, 45-, 55- and 62-mile routes & 12-mile
family trail ride. Longest routes on East
Jefferson County's rural roads. Few hills
on the Half Metric Century, family ride is
flat and on the Larry Scott Trail.

Port Townsend Bicycle Association

ptbikes.org

May Day Metric

Federal Way, WA

3 challenging routes (50, 72 or 104 miles)
on back roads of South Sound. Start
6:30-10am at Phil's South Side Cyclery.
Portion of each entry fee and all residual
donated to BAW & Orting Food Bank.
Supported rest stops every 25 miles.
Phil's South Side Cyclery / Tailwind
maydaymetric.net

RACC - Ride Around Clark County
Vancouver, WA

4 beautiful and challenging ride options
(18-, 34-, 65- & 100-miles) through scenic
Clark County. 4 rest stops. Ride starts at
your convenience between 6:30-9am at
Clark College.

Vancouver Bicycle Club

vbc-usa.com

Skagit Spring Classic

Burlington, WA

25-, 40-, 65- and 100-mile routes through
scenic northern Skagit and southern
Whatcom Counties. Food stops, post ride
meal, pint glass if pre-registered.

Skagit Bicycle Club
skagitspringclassic.org

Lilac Century & Family Ride
Spokane, WA

15-, 25-, 50-, 66- or 100-mile rides. 15 &
25 for less experienced riders mostly on
the Centennial Trail. Fully supported,
potato feed & live music at finish.
Optional 5km run and duathlon.
Spokane's Aurora Northwest Rotary Club
northdivision.com

Group Health Inland Empire Century
Richland, WA

Century with 25-, 50-, and 75-mile route
options. Century goes west to Benton
City, up Webber Canyon Road to Prosser,
and back to Richland. Host hotel: Red
Lion.

Kiwanis Clubs of The Columbia and Tri-
Cities Industry

inlandempirecentury.org

Eastern Wash. Senior Games
Walla Walla, WA

Get on your bike and ride. 50+ Master
bikeracingeventsformenandwomen.
No racing experience needed. 2 time
trials, 1 road race, 1 criterium. After
event dinner and entertainment for
nominal fee.

YMCA

register@ymca.org

Life Cycle Bremerton

Bremerton, WA

Choose the ride for you: Easy 3-mile
"Ride with the Mayor," 10- to 30-mile
options or 100-mile challenge. Kids
(ages 5-12) enjoy a bike rodeo at Ever-
green Park. Raffle & after ride cook-out.
Benefit the American Red Cross in West
Puget Sound.

American Red Cross West Sound Service
Center

Westsoundredcross.org

Peninsula Metric Century
Southworth & Gig Harbor, WA

Challenging ride on scenic Kitsap
Peninsula. Waterfront views, rural country-
side, rolling hills. 40-, 62- or 100-mile
route. Two start locations, Southworth
Ferry Dock & Gig Harbor. SAG, rest stops,
dessert at finish line.

Tacoma Wheelmen's Bicycle Club
twbc.org

Ann Weatherill Cycling Classic

Walla Walla, WA

6th annual. 30-, 60- & 100-mil options.
Ride, wine & dine in the road riding
capital of WA. Fully supported with end
of ride party. Register at active.com. Stay
an extra day and ride the "4000 in 50"
century.

Wheatland Wheelers CC
wheatlanderwheelers.com

Chelan Century Challenge
Chelan, WA

3 loops (30 to 40 miles each) combine
challenging hills with captivating scen-
ery. Each loop climbs 2,500'+ for a total
of 8,606' elevation gain. Ride 1 or 2 for
shorter distances. Optional timed hill
climb up McNeil Canyon (2nd loop) and
Chelan Butte (3rd loop).

Lake Chelan Rotary Club
chelancenturychallenge.com

Cycle de Vine
Chelan, WA

35-mile ride through breathtaking
scenery, visiting some of Chelan Valley's
preeminent wineries. Selected wineries
host rest stops. Each rider receives a card
punch by each winery visited. Once com-
pleted get tickets for 2 glasses of wine at
the venue(s) of your choice.

Lake Chelan Rotary Club
chelancycledevine.com

Two County Double Metric Century
Olympia, WA

Supported. Starts at Millersylvania State
Park and passes through Rochester,
Littlerock, Vador & Boistfort. 5 loops (20,
35 70, 85 & 126 miles) to choose from.
Great warm-up ride for the STP.

Capital Bicycling Club
capitalbicycleclub.org

Tour de Kitsap

Silverdale, WA

Enjoy Kitsap by bicycle. Ride singletrack
trails on Saturday in historic Port Gamble
on Pope & Talbot land. Several courses
available with mechanical support &
refreshments. Road ride Sunday.

West Sound Cycling Club
westsoundcycling.com

Courage Classic
Snoqulamie, WA

20th annual. 3-day, 172-mile, fully sup-
ported tour. Snoqualmie, Blewett &
Stevens passes, averaging 60 miles/day.
Exceptional food stops. Benefits Child
Abuse Intervention Dept. at Mary Bridge
Children's Hospital.

Mary Bridge Children's Hospital
courageclassic.org

8 Lakes Leg Aches Bike Ride
Spokane, WA

Scenic 15-, 30-, 45- or 75-mile routes
through Spokane, Medical Lake &
Cheney. Raise $175 & receive 8 Lakes
jacket. Benefits ACT for Kids, a program
of the Sexual Assault & Family Trauma
(SAFeT) Response Center of Lutheran
Community Services NW.

Lutheran Community Services NW
Icsnw.org/events.htm!

TRYBR
Tenino, WA

Supported 5 loops from 20 to 100 miles.
Revel in the quiet of rural Thurston

of WA

RAPSody - Ride Around Puget Sound
Tacoma, WA

With 170 miles of rolling hills, RAPSody
in two days is challenging fun (9,600').
Cross the Puget Sound on the Tacoma
Narrow Bridge, enjoy paved trails,
water and forest views. Excellent food.
Overnight in Shelton. S/F at Community
College.

BIKES of Snohomish County, Capital
Bicycling Club, Cyclists of Greater Seattle,

Tacoma Wheelmen, West Sound Cycling
Club

rapsodybikeride.com

Perimeter Ride of Seattle (PROS)
Seattle, WA

A challenging and scenic course with lots
of hills and views. Full route is 80 miles
with 4,500' of gain, shorter option of 56
miles available. Starts at Discovery Park.
Cyclists of Greater Seattle
CyclistsOfGreaterSeattle.org

People's Coast Classic
Astoria, OR

6-day event benefiting the Arthritis
Foundation. Start in Astoria to Brook-
ings Harbor. Daily 50-70 miles, with
rest stops and activities along the way.
Dinner and camping included. 2- & 4-day
options available. Min. fundraising:
$2500 for 7-day ride.

Arthritis Foundation Pacific NW
thepeoplescoastclassic.org

Cycle the WAVE
Issaquah, WA

All women’s non-competitive ride. All
levels welcome. 25-mile Girly Girl, 40-
mile Middle Sister or the 62-mile metric
century with lot of climbs. We pamper
you with an experience you won't forget
including finish line festival. Benefiting
domestic violence programs.

Rising Star Guild & Lakemont Ladies
Cycling Club

cyclethewave.com

Thanks to Bicycle Paper

for providing calendar information

and Lewis Counties, enjoy views of the ~i

Skookumchuck and Deschutes River.

Llama farm & Mt. Rainier. All-rides are
along low-traffic roads. o
Capital Bicycling Club

capitalbicycleclub.org




By Barbara Culp, ED

I've been thinking a lot lately about change—how some things never seem
to change, and yet change and the willingness to be flexible is a constant
in the world of activism. It's been a little over a year since | returned to the
Bicycle Alliance only to find change for the good (and the bad) everywhere:

e The Hood Canal Bridge which had re-opened to great fanfare and
celebration in the summer of 2009 still had many safety and maintenance
issues. Now a year and a half later, at the insistence of advocates, the
Washington State Department of Transportation has dedicated $1.3
million to design and build safer decking over the bridge grates with
construction likely to commence in 2012.

e More fanfare and great excitement blossomed in Port Townsend last
November, as the Washington State Ferry system launched its newest ferry
to run between Port Townsend and Keystone/Coupeville. To the cyclists
on board that day, it was quickly apparent that it would be unsafe to
push a loaded touring bicycle up the ramp to the mezzanine designed
for bicyclists, and be equally or even more unsafe to push it back down.
This has lead to more meetings with WSF, and more work for advocates
to wrestle safe parking alternatives on the Chetzamocha ferry and the 2
other ferries currently under construction. “These ongoing issues make us
feel kind of hopeless,” said David McCulloch of the Port Townsend Bicycle
Association. But he's hopeful that the WSF decision to send a safety expert
to meet with local advocates will lead to a safer ferry for bicyclists.

e Substitute House Bill 1071, called Complete Streets for Washington, has
changed and come to life again this legislative session. It would create
a grant program to distribute funds for local projects in cities that have
adopted street ordinances (complete streets) designed to provide safe
access for all users. Bellingham and Wenatchee have expressed interest
in receiving training from the National Complete Streets Coalition.

¢ And at the federal level, the House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee is drafting a long-term reauthorization of the nation’s highway
and transit safety programs. The previous multi-year law (SAFETEA-LU)
expired in September 2009. This reauthorization is critical for bicycling
and walking programs such as Transportation Enhancements and Safe
Routes to School. These funding sources have benefitted every county in
Washington and are very popular sources of transportation funding that
we don’t want to see changed for the worse.

Here at the Bicycle Alliance we're working every day to be responsive.
We're listening to YOU, our constituents, we act and we change. As Ben
Franklin said,

NEW MEMBERS JOIN THE
BICYCLE ALLIANCE BOARD

Two new faces have joined the Bicycle Alliance
board of directors. The board officially seated and
welcomed Jennifer Campos and Joe Platzner at their
February board meeting. Both will serve three-year
terms.

Jennifer Campos of Vancouver is our first ever board
member from Southwest Washington. She has been
a bicycle and pedestrian planner for over 12 years
and currently works for the City of Vancouver. Some
of her major bicycle projects have included a citywide
bike route signage system, development of the Van-
couver/Portland and I-5 bridge bike maps, and the
installation of BikeLink electronic bike lockers and
bike corrals in downtown Vancouver. She spends
a fair amount of time working in transportation
demand management o

as well, including a § ;
project to establish
a transportation man-
agement association
in downtown Van-
couver. Her views on
transportation and city
development patterns
were strongly influ-
enced by spending a
large portion of her
childhood in Frankfurt,
Germany and travel-
ing throughout Europe
with her family.

Joe Platzner of Bellevue is a stay-at-home dad. He is
a former aerospace executive with a background in
transportation planning. Joe enjoys the challenge
and camaraderie of riding with the Seattle
International Randonneurs. He grew up racing road
and track in New Jersey where he worked in bike
shops and paid for vacations with a well-used spoke
wrench. Joe is equally happy riding all night on the
winter solstice or taking
his young daughter on
an “epic ride” to the
corner for a kid’s hot
chocolate. Joe believes
that we are on the
cusp of a great cycling
renaissance as we
reevaluate our priorities
and focus more on
energy independence,
environmental
responsibility, and
healthy lifestyles.
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MY EXPERIENCE AT TRANSPORTATION ADVOCACY DAY

By Jay Steingold

Editor’s note: Jay Steingold joined the Bicycle Alliance staff in Ballard and Capitol Hill were inspirationally well-informed,
December and attended his first Transportation Advocacy Day polite, and grateful for the assistance we have already been
in February. He shares his thoughts about this year’s event. given so far in the session.

When we arrived at the church and the only indication of I'would like to say I came away from TAD with a greater
our day was a sign written in magic marker, I felt a little understanding of the political climate of transportation;
cheated, as though our day had fallen by the wayside. instead I have been informed of issues I still haven’t quite
Our orientation included bagels, yogurt and Senator Scott figured out. For instance, I know the Nickerson Street road
White of the 46 district who filled us in on the state of our diet (Seattle) has been proven by recent data to work, but I
state’s transportation budget: one of many grim situations am largely in the dark as to what a road diet is and the issue
in Olympia. Despite the lack of sustainable transit funding, behind it. But it was enlightening to see where our advocacy
his message was not that of doom and gloom, but one of is ultimately played out.

increasing vigor for our cause.

It is only after seeing the capitol building crawling
with constituents, all with unique causes unable to be
fully supported by our state’s tattered budget, did I
appreciate our orientation and the proceeding encoun-
ters I had with representatives from the 36" and 43
District. Their days are filled, fit to burst, with meetings
with all types of people, all lobbying for change and all
pieces to the public image of a politician. Each one of
our representatives handled themselves with the utmost
professionalism, even when blindsided with bills still in
their infancy. To their credit, the constituents from both

Q BICYCLE
ALLIANCE

0 0 OF WASHINGTON
309A 3% Avenue S
Seattle, WA 98104
BicycleAlliance.org

D I R R I I R R R A R R R R R R I I A A A S A S R R S SR WASH'NGTON W

$35 Individual Name

$60 Family

$100 Patron Address . . :

$250 Sustaining City, State, Zip Bicycle Alliance of Washington
$500 Life PO Box 2904

$15 Student/Senior or Living Lightly Phone Seattle, WA 98111

Your preferred amount E-mail

$150 Affiliate (clubs, businesses, organizations)  Pplease charge my:

I am already a member — this is a renewal. American Express Visa MasterCard

| am interested in monthly giving. Card # Expires
I would like to volunteer. .
. . . Signature exchanges its mailing list with
I would like to receive e-mail alerts. o o
L . . . . organizations involved in similar
I would like information on commuting by bicycle. - My ChECk.IS enclosed issues. If you DO NOT want to
My gift will be matched by my employer: have your name exchanged,
Employer form included. please check here. O

The Bicycle Alliance occasionally
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MONTHLY GIVING PROGRAM
The Bicycle Alliance will soon launch a Monthly Giving Program. H Ub & SOke

ount vernon

Check our website bicyclealliance.org in April for details.

© Supporting the Bicycle Alliance of Washington through the
Monthly Giving Program provides sustainable and much-
needed support of our important work to build a bicycle-friendly
Washington.

* Regular monthly giving also helps cut costs for postage, paper,
administrative support and overhead. You set it up once, and it
keeps going — month after month or year after year — until you
decide to stop.

© Consistent monthly giving really adds up to strong support
of bicycle advocacy! The minimum monthly donation of $10
per month adds up to $120 per year. The larger the monthly
donation, the larger the total annual support.

All these benefits, and best of all—it's easy!

Here's how it works: Contributions are charged monthly to your
Visa, MasterCard, AMEX credit card. Ten dollars is the minimum
monthly donation to participate in the Monthly Giving Program.
To become a partner in the Bicycle Alliance Monthly Giving

Program, check our website bicyclealliance.org in April. For more 5@@ m pﬂt&
information, please contact Jay Steingold at 206-224-9252 x304 Bicycle Alliance Annual Auction: October 22, 2011
or jays@bicyclealliance.org. Seattle Center Fisher Pavilion
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